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See, for example, ‘Myanmar: Anti-Terrorism Wag May Raise Strategic Value’,
Stratfor Global Intelligence Analysis, 18 February 2002, found at <http://
www.burmaproject.org/021802 antiterrorism_war_raise_strat_value. html>. See
also Kay Merrill, ‘"Myanmar: Muslims provide a new strategic focus’, Asia-Pacific
Defence Reporter, Vol.29, No.5 (July 2003).

Samuel Huntington, The Clash of Civilisations and the Remaking of World Order
(Simon and Schuster, New York, 1996), chapter 9 et seq.

This was also a period of considerable communal strife. See, for example, Andrew
Selth, ‘Race and Resistance in Burma, 1942-1945’, in ].D. Le Sueur (ed), The
Decolonization Reader (Routledge, London, 2003), pp.241-55.

For details of the expansion and modernisation of the Tatmadaw since 1988, see
Andrew Selth, Burma’s Armed Forces: Power Without Glory (EastBridge, Norwalk,
2002).

See, for example, Andrew Selth, Burma: A Strategic Perspective, The Asia Foundation,
Working Paper No.13 (San Francisco, 2001); and Andrew Selth, ‘Burma and the
Strategic Competition Between China and India’, Journal of Strategic Studies, Vol.19,
No.2 (June 1996), pp.213-30.

See, for example, Andrew Selth, ‘Burma and Superpower Rivalries in the Asia-
Pacific’, Naval War College Revierw, Vol.55, No.2 (Spring 2002), pp.43-60.
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to draw up a new Constitution for Burma, but no progress has been apparent for
a number of years.

Moscotti, Burma’s Constitution and Elections of 1974, p.79.

Hla Min, Political Situation Of Myanmar And Its Role In The Region (Office of
Strategic Studies, Ministry of Defence, Yangon, 2000), p.71.

Hla Min, Political Situation Of Myanmar And Its Role In The Region, p.71.
International Religious Freedom Report 2002.

US Department of State, Conditions in Burma and US Policy Toward Burma for the
Period September 28, 2002 — March 27 2003, released by the Bureau of East Asian
and Pacific Affairs, Washington, 11 April 2003.

See, for example, D.E. Smith, Religion and Politics in Burma (Princeton University
Press, Princeton, 1965), pp.320 et seq.

International Religious Freedom Report 2002.

R.W. Hefner, ‘Islam and Asian Security’, in R.J. Ellings and A.L. Friedberg (eds),
Strategic Asia 2002-03: Asian Aftershocks (National Bureau of Asian Research,
Seattle, 2002), pp-351 et seq.

See, for example, R.H. Taylor, ‘Myanmar’, in J.L. Esposito (ed), The Oxford
Encyclopedia of the Modern Islamic World (Oxford University Press, New York,
1995), p.214.

See, for example, Bertil Lintner, ‘Distant exile’, Far Eastern Economic Review, 28
January 1993, pp.23-4; and the ARNO website at <www.rohingya.com>

For comparison, four per cent (3.8 million) of Thailand’s 75.6 million people are
recognised as Muslims. In the Philippines, five per cent (or 2.4 million) are Muslims
in a total population of 60.7 million. Hefner, ‘Islam and Asian Security’, p.375.

The best source on this subject is Moshe Yegar, The Muslims of Burma: A Study of
a Minority Group (Otto Harrassowitz, Wiesbaden, 1972). See also Moshe Yegar,
Between Integration and Secession: The Muslim Communities of the Southern Philippines,
Southern Thailand, and Western Burma/Myanmar (Lexington, Lanham, 2002), pp.19-
70. Yegar also contributed a chapter, entitled “The Muslims of Burma’, to Raphael
Israeli (ed), The Crescent in the East: Islam in Asia Major (Curzon Press, London,
1989), pp.102-139.

Even now, these Muslims are sometimes referred to as Myedu, after the district
in which they were settled. See, for example, Yegar, The Muslims of Burma, p.11;
and Zam Zam, Situation Report: Myanmar 1998 (Privately printed, Rangoon,
1998).

Yegar, The Muslims of Burma, pp.1-17.

The origin of the term Pathi is unknown. The term Kala was originally used by
Burmese to describe natives of the Indian subcontinent. Over time, and in different
forms, it came to embrace all foreigners. Kala is now used as a derogatory term,
however, and is greatly*disliked by those Burmese so described. Yegar, The Muslims
of Burma, pp.6-7.
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The origins of the word Zerbadee, which first appeared in a British census in
1891, are also obscure, but may be related to a Persian phrase, meaning ‘against
the wind’. See Yegar, The Muslims of Burma, p.33.

Anonymous, ‘Present State of Burmese Muslim Community’, Typescript dated
1999 in author’s possession.

The origins of the term Panthay are obscure, but it could be a corruption of Pathi.
The Panthay simply call themselves ‘Chinese Muslims’ or Hui-Hui. Moshe Yegar,
“The Panthay (Chinese Muslims) of Burma and Yunnan’, Journal of Southeast
Asian History, Vol.7, No.1 (March 1966), pp.74-5. See also R.K. Diran, The Vanishing
Tribes of Burma (Weidenfeld and Nicolson, London, 1997), pp.62-3.

Yegar, “The Panthay (Chinese Muslims) of Burma and Yunnan’, pp.73-85. See
also W.K.K. Chan, ‘The “Panthay Embassy” to Britain, 1872: An Abortive
Diplomatic Mission of the Moslem Rebellion in Yunnan’, Far Eastern Affairs, No.4,
St Antony’s Papers, No. 20, (Oxford University Press, Oxford, 1967), pp.101-
117.

Yegar, ‘The Panthay (Chinese Muslims) of Burma and Yunnan’, pp.80-1. See also
Taylor, ‘Myanmar’, p.214, and Diran, The Vanishing Tribes of Burma, pp.62-3.

The coastal regions of Arakan and Tenasserim were taken in 1826, the rest of
Lower Burma was ceded to the British in 1852 and the Burmese capital of
Mandalay fell in 1885.

Hugh Tinker, The Union of Burma: A Study of the First Years of Independence (Oxford
University Press, London, 1967), p.188, note 4.

Taylor, ‘Myanmar’, p.214.

There is no agreed explanation of the name Rohingya. One authority believes it
derives from ‘the mixed Bengali, Urdu, and Burmese language that was the
language of their poetry and songs of Arabic and Persian origins’ (Taylor,
‘Myanmar’, p.215). Others believe it derives from Rohang, an old narmne for Arakan
(SA, 'Myanma’, in Farzana Shaikh (ed), Islam and Islamic Groups: A Worldwide
Reference Guide (Longman, Harlow, 1992), p.165). Yegar states that it means ‘the
compassionate ones’, but cites another claim that it is a corruption of the name
given to Muslim soldiers who settled in Arakan after its conquest by the Burmese
king in the 18th century (Yegar, The Muslims of Burma, p.25).

For details of this Buddhist kingdom, and its Muslim characteristics, see for
example Jos Gommans and Jacques Leider (eds), The Maritime Frontier of Burma:
Exploring Political, Cultural and Commercial Interaction in the Indian Ocean World,
1200-1800 (KITLV Press, Leiden, 2002).

The latter stages of the Arakanese kingdom were marked by the activities of
Muslim Bengali and Afghan soldiers known as Kamans (after the Persian word
for a bow). They were subsequently exiled to Ramree Island, off the Arakan
coast, where their descendants still live. In some Burmese records the Kamans are
listed as a distinct Muslim group. See, for example, Yegar, The Muslims of Burma,
p-24; and Zam Zam, Situation Report: Myanmar 1998.

Yegar, Between Integration and Secession, pp.19-70.

SA, ‘Myanma’, p.165. Arakan Division was formally made a State of the Socialist
Republic of the Union of Burma in 1974.
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Yegar, Between Integration and Secession, pp.20-1.

One of the Ministers assassinated with Burmese independence hero Aung San in
1947 was a Muslim. When Independence was granted in January 1948 there were
30 Muslim Members of Parliament, including two Cabinet Ministers. A third
Muslim Minister later joined them.

Crackdown on Burmese Muslims, Human Rights Watch, July 2002.

‘Muslims bear full brunt of Myanmar’s oppressive rule’, South China Morning
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